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For the New-England Telegraph. 
THe Voice or AFFLICTION. 
By Natuanaret Emmons, D. D. Franklin, Mass. 


Tuoven man is born to trouble, as the sparks fly upward ; yet 
affliction cometh not forth of the dust, neither doth trouble spring 
out of the ground. God takes care of every one of mankind from 
the cradle to the grave, and never suffers any affliction to fall upon 
them, by accident, or blind, unmeaning chance. Though he afflicts 
every one, yet he does not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children 
of men. It is only if need hg, that he afflicts them ; and when he 
afflicts them, he orders the time, the place, the circumstances, the 
nature, and the degree of every affliction, according to his original 
and eternal purpose, which he formed in unerring wisdom and perfect 
goodness. He always acts agreeably to the counsel of his own will, 
in every evil he imflicts, as well as in every good he bestows. He 
claims the right of acting as a Sovereign, in dispensing both good 
and evil to mankind. “Iam the Lord, and there is none else. I[ 
form the light and create darkness: I make peace, and create evil. 
I the Lord do all these things.”* Hence the prophet asks, “ Shall 
there be evil in a city and the Lord hath not done it ?”*" 

All the afflictions, and sorrows, and sufferings of Christ, were 
brought upon him, according to the eternal appointment of God. 
This the evangelist expressly asserts. ‘‘ For of a truth, against thy 
holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod and Pontius 
Pilate, with the Gentiles, and people of Israel, were gathered togeiher, 
for to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to 
be done.” t Under the Old ,Testament, God often foretold the 


* Isaiah xly.6,7. 4 Amos, iii.6, + Acts, iv. 27. 
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afflictions and calamnities he was about to bring upon mankind, 
which implies,that they were fore-appointed ; for they could not have 
been foretold,unless they were fore-determined. God’s hand, which 
wields the rod of his wrath, is always guided by his unerring and 
predeterminate counsel. He never strikes any person but whom 
he predetermined to strike, nor inflicts a heavier wound, than he 
predetermined to give. He measures the tears and weighs the 
sorrows of the afflicted, before he afflicts them. Though God does 
not at this day, foretell any afflictions or calamities, which he 
brings upon a kingdom, or nation, or city, or family, or any partic- 
ular person; yet we have sufficient evidence, that every affliction, 
which we either see, or feel, is a stroke of his rod, which is always 
guided by his unerring and predeterminate counsel. This is not 
only a plain and important, but a practical truth, and lays the only 
solid foundation for support and consolation under the afflictions we 
are called to endure, in this present eyil world. 

Now since every affliction, which mankind eithet witness or 
experience, is according to “ the determinate counsel and foreknow]- 
edge of God,” and flows directly from his unerring hand; it is 
evident that every affliction is full of admonition, warning and 
instruction. This sentiment is also in accordance with the Scriptures 
of truth. One of the prophets says, “‘ The Lord’s voice crieth unto 
the city, aud the man of wisdom shall see thy name: hear ye the 
rod, and who hath appointed it.” * God would not call upon men 
to hear the yoice of his rod, if his rod had no voice. Men often 
speak as plainly by what they do, as by what they say. And God 
often speaks as plainly by his rod, as by his word. God speaks as 
plainly, as significantly, and as impressively by the rod of his wrath, 
as by the most solemn denunciations of his displeasure. Elihu 
supposed, that God was speaking to Job, by the voice of his provi- 
dence, and reproved him for not regarding it. “ Behold, in this 
thou art not just; I will answer thee, that God is greater than 
man. Why dost thou strive against him? For he giveth not 
account of any of his matters. For God speaketh once, yea, twice, 
yet man perceiveth it not.” + Though every affliction has a voice, 
which is the voice of God; yet the afflicted, who feel the smart of 
his rod, are not apt to perceive or understand the instructive voice of 
it. God declares, that he means to teach, and does teach, by his 
providence. ‘ Thus saith the Lord, thy Redeemer, the holy One 
of Israel, I am the Lord thy God which teacheth thee to profit.’’¢ 
That is, by my providence. And Elihu-emphatically asks, “ Who 
teacheth like him ?” || ‘Though men are naturally apt “ not to regard 
the works of the Lord, nor the operation of his hand ;” ¢ yet every 
affliction has a voice, which is designed and calculated to teach 
them what they always need to learn. It is true, that every affliction 
is painful and disagreeable in its own nature, but afterwards it may 
yield the peaceable fruits of righteousness to them that are exercised 
thereby.] All afflictions, and especially those that may be properly 
called bereavements, may be very instructive and profitable. 


*Micah, vi.9. — t Job, xxniii. 12, 15,14. _  Isaiab, xlviii. 17. | Job, xxxvi. 22. 
§ Psalm xxviii. 5. Isaiah, v. 12. 7 Heb. xii. 11. 
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For, in the first place, they directly tend to teach the afflicted 
their entire dependence upon God. ‘This they are naturally insen- 
sible of, and need to be taught by the voice of the rod. Men are 
born, as Job says, like the wild ass’s colt.* They naturally grow 
up and live estranged from their Creator, Preserver, and Benefactor. 
If they early hear of God, and know something about him, they like 
not to retain God in their knowledge.t They choose to forget and 
forsake him as much as possible. They accordingly say to God, 
“Depart from us; we desire not the knowledge of thy ways.” t 
They endeavor to live without God in the world, and to think as 
little about their dependence on him, and their obligations to him, 
as the instructions they have received, will allow them. And with 
respect to many, it is strictly true, that God is not in all their 
thoughts. || They feel, and live, and act as though they were 
absolutely independent on him, and not accountablé to him for any 
of their conduct. Nor will what they see, and hear, and read, and 
enjoy, raise their thoughts to Him, in whom they live, and move, 
and have their being.§ But when God comes near to them, and 
afflicts them, by taking a father, or mother, or wife, or son, or 
daughter, or any other object that lies near their hearts, he effectu- 
ally teaches them what they could never learn before, and makes 
them realize, that they were dependent upon him, for what he had 
given them and taken away. Men must learn their dependence on 
God, before they can be happy, either in this life, or in that which 
isto come. The voice of affliction instantaneously taught Job this 
important truth. The first words that he uttered after he was 
completely stripped of all his earthly comforts, were—‘ The Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away.” §[ He then more sensibly 
felt his dependence upon God for every good, than he did | efore. 
And thousands have been taught the same lesson by the voice of 
the rod. 

In the next place, the voice of affliction tends to teach mankind 
the vanity of all earthly enjoyments. Though God has told them in 
his word, that all things on earth are vain, uncertain, and unworthy 
of their supreme attention and regard; yet they will imagine that 
the world will make them happy. Their great inquiry is, ‘‘ Who 
will show us any temporal good?” ** And if God grants them out- 
ward prosperity, and pours the blessings of his providence upon 
them, they are ready to think, that their mountain stands strong, 
that their happiness is secure, and that they shall never see corrup- 
tion. heir hearts become glued to the world. But when God 
che«ises them with the rod of correction, and takes away one 
earthly blessing after another, by his bereaving hand, they are ready 
to adopt the language of Job, ‘‘ Naked came I out of my mother’s 
womb, and naked shall I return thither.”++ Or to say with Solo- 
mon, ‘‘Vanity of vanties, vanity of vanities ; all is vanity.”"t{ Every 
one has his portion of the world, and when God comes and takes 
away a part, or the whole of his portion, he takes away a part, or 
the whole of this world from him; and then he sees nothing but 


*Job,xi.12.  ¢Rom.i.28. {tJob,xxi.14. . ||Psalmx.4. § Acts, xvii. 28. 
FJob,i.21. Psalmiv.6. ttJob,i.21. t{Ecel.i. 
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vanity here onearth. ‘This is often verified by the conduct of the 
afflicted and bereaved, who become entirely disconsolate and 
indifferent to all earthly objects, because God has taken away some 
intimate friend, or some nearer relative or connection. When God 
afflicts, he spreads a gloom over the whole world, and especially in 
respect to the afflicted, and makes them realize what he has told 
them in his word ; and what he has told others in his providence, 
that all things on earth are vain, uncertain, and delusive. This is 
a truth, which the afflicted always need to learn. It is highly 
necessary that both the young and the old, should realize that the 
fashion of this world is continually passing away, and that no depend- 
ence can be placed upon any of its enjoyments, hopes, or prospects. 

Again, the voice of affliction naturally tends to turn the thoughts 
of the afflicted upon the most serious and solemn subjects. When 
the world appears vain, other things appear weighty and important ; 
when vain thoughts are banished from the mind, serious thoughts 
will enter; when temporal things lose their lustre, eternel things 
will assume their importance, and fix the whole soul in solemn 
reflections and anticipations. Affliction had this effect upon the 
mind of David. He says, “I was dumb with silence: I held my 
peace, even from good, and my sorrow was stirred. My heart was 
hot within me ; while I was musing, the fire burned: then spake I 
with my tongue. Lord, make me to know mine end, and the 
measure of my days, what it is; that I may know how frail I am. 
Behold, thou hast made my days as an hand breadth, and mine 
age is as nothing before thee: verily every man at his best state is 
altogether vanity. Surely every man walketh in a vain show: 
surely they are disquieted in vain: he heapeth up riches, and knoweth 
not who shall gather them. I was dumb, I opened not my mouth ; 
because thou didst it. When thou with rebukes dost correct man, 
thou makest his beauty to consume away like a moth: Surely every 
man is vanity.” * This effect of affliction is often very visible and 
striking. How often do we find the afflicted sitting silent and 
thoughtful, and fixing their whole attention upon future and eternal 
things, which they had long endeavored to banish from their minds ? 
The day of adversity, is the day to consider, and in such a day very 
few can refrain from thinking, and from thinking seriously too. This 
is one of the natural and salutary effects of divine corrections. Those 
who are bereaved of near and dear friends and connections, naturally 
follow them in their thoughts into eternity, whither they are gone, 
and from whence they will never return. And before they are 
aware, they find their minds absorbed in the solemn scenes and 
objects of the eternal world. And the more -they think, the more 
they feel, and the more they feel, the more they think. And such 
serious thoughts and impressions often remain until their hearts are 
softened and sanctified, and they are prepared both for living and 
dying. How often do afflictions prepare the way for awakenings, 
convictions, and conversions! Prosperity dissipates the thoughts, 
but adversity collects, composes, and fixes them, upon proper objects. 


* Psalm xxxix. 
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It is the natural tendency of affliction to promote the spiritual benefit 
of the afflicted and bereaved. Accordingly Eliphaz had reason to 
say, ‘‘ Happy is the man whom God correcteth.”* Thus it appears 
that every affliction has a voice, which is very instructive, and may 
be very useful. 

To this voice, then; the truly wise will always be disposed to 
listen. ‘This is evidently implied in the words of the prophet, which 
I have already cited. ‘* The Lord’s voice crieth unto the city, and 
the man of wisdom shall see thy name: hear ye the rod, and who 
hath appointed it.” The Lord cried to the city, by the voice of his 
rod ; and the voice of his rod was the voice of affliction, which was 
designed to instruct, to reform, and save every one who wisely heard, 
understood and improved it. 

The voice of affliction is the voice of God. It is God who always 
speaks by the rod of correction ; and his voice is clothed with infin- 
ite anthority. There is none that can speak and teach like him. 
He has always been teaching all men in the school of his providence, 
and it is a point of the highest wisdom in every man to hear his 
providential instructions. They flow from infinite wisdom and 
goodness, and are always suited tothe character, and state, and 
capacity of the afflicted. If they are only disposed to hear the voice 
of their Creator, they cannot fail of receiving useful instruction. 
The man of wisdom wi!l always grow wiser by the instructive voice 
of affliction. David, after reflecting upon the various dispensations 
of divine providence, remarks, ‘‘ Whoso is wise, and will observe 
ihese things, even they shall understand the loving kindness of the 
Lord.”?+ It is the indispensable duty of the afflicted to hear the 
voice of affliction. Thus they are commanded by God himself. 
“Hear ye the rod, and who hath appointed it.” They are under 
stronger obligation to hear the voice of his rod, than the voice of 
his word: for he employs the voice of his rod, only because the 
still, small, mild voice of his word has been disregarded. Hence 
he said of his people of old, “I will go and return to my piace iiil 
they acknowledge their offence, and seek my face: in their affliction 
they will seek me early.”{ ‘The men of wisdom, who see and know 
the voice of God ; that is, those who know and love the character, 
perfections, and government of God, will hear, understand, and 
obey the voice of the rod of his wrath, which is his most solemn, 
imperious, and impressive voice. 

It is a point of wisdom in the afflicted to hear the voice of afflic- 
tion, because to refuse to hear it, will be highly displeasing to God. 
For this, he often complains of his ancient people. He says by 
Isaiah,|| ‘‘ The people turneth not to him that smiteth them, neither 
do they seek the Lord of hosts.” And he puts this solemn question 
to them, ‘‘ Why should ye be stricken any more? ye will revolt more 
and more.”{ Jeremiah cries with the voice of lamentation, “O 
Lord, are not thine eyes upon the earth? thou hast stricken them, 
Sut they have not grieved; thou hast consumed them; but they 
have refused to receive instruction: they have made their faces 


* Job, v.17. t Psalm evii. 43. t Hos. v. 15. || Ch, ix. 13. § Ch. i. 5. 
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harder thana rock : they have refused toreturn.”* These examples 
of refusing to hear the voice of God in afflictions, are recorded for 
our warning and instruction, to deter us from displeasing God, by 
disregarding the voice of his chastising rod. 

Itis a point of wisdom in the afflicted, to hear the voice of 
affliction, because by refusing to hear it, they will expose themselves 
to still severer marks of the divine displeasure. So long as any are 
stupid, or obstinate, under the correcting hand of God, he usually 
continues and increases his corrections, until they know and 
acknowledge the rod, and him who has appointed it. This has been 
his usual mode of treating nations and individuals, in ages past, 
and he still pursues the same course in the dispensations of provi- 
dence. How often do we see afflictions, bereavements, and fiery 
trials following one another, in a thick and overwhelming succession ! 
One afiliction seems to be a presage of another, and while the 
unaffected and unresigned fly from the iron weapon, a bow of steal 
strikes them through. If the afflicted neglect or refuse to hear 
the voice of God, speaking to them in his providence, they have 
reason to expect, that he will say, “ Because I have called, and ye 
refused; I have stretched out my hand, and ye have not regarded ; 
therefore ye shall eat the fruit of your own ways, and be filled with 
your own devices.”+ 

The afilicted never know when God calls to them by the voice of 
of his rod, but that it is the last call he will ever give them, 
before he calls them into eternity. This is more especially to be 
expected, by those whom he has most often and most loudly called, 
by the bereaving strokes of his rod. When he has made breach 
after breach in a family, and taken away one parent after another: 
or one brother and sister after another; or one aged friend after 
another : the survivers have ground to expect, that they may be soon 
called, without any further or louder calls. ‘They must justly think 
that God will judge, he has done enough on his part to prepare them 
to leave the world, whether they have, or have not set their souls 
and houses in order. It seriously concerns them to stand in a wailing 
and prepared posture for death, and improve the voice of his rod to 
their own good, and to his glory. 





On the top of a hill, near to Hoddam castle, there is a square 
tower, over the door of which are carved the figures of a dove and 
a serpent, and between them the word Repentance; whence the 
building is called the Tower of Repentance. It is said, that Sir R. 
Steele, while riding near this place, saw a shepherd boy reading his 
Bible, and asked him “ what he learned from it?” ‘“ The way to 
heaven,” answered the boy. ‘‘ And can you show it to me?” said 
Sir Richard in banter. ‘“ You must go by that tower,” said the 
shepherd ; and he pointed tothe Tower of Repentance. 

Scott’s Minstrelsy- 


*Jer.v.3. +See Proverbs, chap. i. 
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For the New-England Telegraph. 
THe Great QuEsTION. 


Mr. Epiror,—In a communication, which was published in the 
second number of the Telegraph respecting acceptance with God, 
such a statement was made, as was believed to be suited to excite 
attention tothe subject. Since that statement was published, I have 
more thoroughly considered the facts, to which it referred, as they 
respected President Dwight, and as they were declared by himself in 
his noted discourse after his long and severe sickness. In that 
discourse he said— During the long continuation of my disease, 
as I was always, except when in paroxysms of suffering, in circum- 
stances entirely fitted for solemn contemplation; I had ample 
opportunity to survey this most interesting of all subjects on every 
side. As the result of all my investigations, let me assure you and 
that from the neighborhood of the eternal world, Confidence in the 
righteousness of Christ is the only foundation furnished by earth, or 
heaven, upon which, when you are about to leave this world, you 
can safely, or willingly, rest the everlasting life of your souls. To 
trust upon any thing else will be to feed upon the wind and sup up 
the cast wind. You will then be at the door of eternity; will be 
hastening to the presence of your Judge; will be just ready to give 
up your account of the deeds done in the body ; will be preparing to 
hear the final sentence of acquittal, or condemnation ; and will stand 
at the gate of heaven, or hell. Inthese anrazing circumstances you 
will infinitely need ;—let me persuade you to believe and feel, that 
you will infinitely need a firm foundation, on which you may stand 
and from which you will never be removed. There is no other such 
foundation, but the rock of ages. Then you will believe—then you 
will feel, that there is no other. The world, stable as it now seems, 
will then be sliding away from under your feet. All earthly things, 
on which you have so confidently reposed, will recede and vanish. 
To what then will you betake yourselves for safety?”—The most 
interesting of all subjects, so far as the personal interests of human 
beings are concerned, is their own eternal salvation and happiness, 
or their justification and acceptance with God. To this subject the 
preceding statement of President Dwight is suited to turn the 
attention of every reader. Nor Jess suited to produce the same 
effect is the statemen tof Dr. Noah Worcester, as given by himself in 
his letter to Dr. Emmons and published in my former communica- 
tion. When he wrote that letter he was in the 76th year of his life. 
And he says—“ For the last six months my mind has been occupied 
principally in searching the scriptures in relation to the following 
question—W hat is the ground of our acceptance with God? or, do 
the scriptures teach, “that the righteousness of Christ is the only 
ground of the sinners justification ?” 

The doctrine of justification Luther called “ articulus stantis, vel 
cadentis ecclesiae,’—the doctrine upon which the church must 
either stand, or fall. According to the truth on this subject, every 
person must stand, or fall, before God and man at the decision of 
the final judgment and in the retributions of eternity. ‘This subject 
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has excited the most earnest attention and the anxious feelings of 
human beings in all ages and‘nations. Job exclaims, ‘‘ How should 
man be just with God!” ‘The Psalmist says unto God—“ If thou, 
Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand?” In 
reference to the same subject three thousands inquired, as with one 
heart and voice, under the preaching of Peter—* what shall we do ?” 
Respecting the importance of the doctrine of justification, as it was 
believed and preached by President Edwards, he makes the following 
observations. 

“1. Tthe scripture treats of this doctrine, as a doctrine of very 
great importance. 2. The adverse scheme lays another foundation 
of man’s saivation than God hath laid. 3. Itis in this doctrine, 
that the most essential difference lies between the covenant of grace 
and the first covenant. 4. This is the main thing, that fallen man 
stood in need of divine revelation for to teach us how we, that have 
sinned, may come to be again accepted of God; or which is the 
same thing, how the sinner may be justified. 5. The contrary 
scheme of justification derogates much from the honor of God and 
the Mediator. 6. The opposite scheme does most directly tend to 
lead men to trust in their own righteousness for justification, which 
is a thing fatal to the soul.” 

It was in special reference to the doctrine of justification, that the 
apostle made the following declaration :—‘‘ Though we, or an angel 
from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that we have 
preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say 
I now again, If any preach any other gospel unto you than that ye 
have received, let him be accursed.’ It is firmly believed, then, 
that the subject, which is now before us, fully warrants that serious 
and earnest attention, which has been given to it by Dr. Dwight and 
by Dr. Worcester “ from the neighborhood of the eternal world.” 

That we may make some beginning, if not some progress, in the 
investigation of this subject, we here insert the second remark in 
the improvement of the thirteenth sermon of Dr. Emmons’s second 
volume. 

“If forgiveness be all that God bestows upon men, through the 
atonement of Christ; then forgiveness is not only a part, but the 
whole of justification. Calvinists have found a great deal of difficulty 
in explaining justification to their own satisfaction, or to the satis- 
faction of others. The reason is, that they have endeavored to make 
it appear, that justification contains something more than pardon or 
forgiveness. The Assembly of divines say, ‘ That justification is an 
act of God’s free grace, wherein he pardoneth all our sins, and 
accepteth us as righteous in his sight, only for the righteousness of 
Christ imputed to us, and received by faith alone.’ Agreeably 
to this definition, our Calvinistic divines generally,maintain, that 
justification consists of two parts, namely, pardon of sin, and a title 
to eternal life. Pardon, they suppose, is granted on account of 
Christ’s death, or passive obedience; and a title to eternal life is 
granted on account of his righteousness or active obedience. But 
we find no warrant in Scripture for thus dividing justification into 
two parts, and ascribing one part to the sufferings of Christ, and the 
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other part to his obedience. The apostle in our text snd context 
uses the terms forgiveness and justification, in the same sense, or 
as signifying precisely the samething. ‘ Be it known unto you, men 
and brethren, that through this man is preached unto you the 
Sorgiveness of sins: And by him all that believe are justified from 
all things from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses.” 
When we look into the Old Testament, we there find forgiveness 
used to denote the same thing, that justification is used to denote 
in the New Testament. And it appears from the explanation, which 
we have given of forgiveness, that it means the removal of all the 
natural evil or punishment due tosin. Complete forgiveness, there- 
fore, is complete justification. After a sinner is forgiven through 
the death, or blood, or sufferings of Christ, he can have no need of 
the obedience or righteousness of Christ, to recommend him to the 
favor of God, or entitle him to eternal life. When a rebel is fully 
forgiven, he is by that very act restored tothe favor of his prince. 
So, when a penitent, believing sinner is fully forgiven, his very 
forgiveness restores him to the favor of God both in this life and that 
which is to come. It is a dictate of reason and scripture, that after 
a sinner is renewed and forgiven, he stands as fair to. enjoy eternal 
life, as if he had never sinned and offended God. There is not the 
least foundation in scripture, for the distinction between the active 
and passive obedience of Christ, nor for the distinction between 
forgiveness and justification. It was what Christ suffered, that made 
the atonement for sin; that atonement is the sole ground of forgive- 
ness : and forgiveness is the whole that God bestows upon men for 
Christ’s sake} Hence forgiveness is not merely a part, but the whole 
of what can be conceived to be contained in justification. And this 
representation of justification is not only scriptural, but plain and 
intelligible to every capacity.” ANTIPAS. 





Tne young Christian thinks it would be best that he should be 
always lively, zealous, and engaged in religion ; that he should feel 
faith, love and humility in constant exercise, and be like a flame of 
fire in his Master’s service. But our blessed Teacher thinks otherwise. 
He knows that the most effectual, and, indeed, the only way, to mortify 
sin in our hearts, is to make us hate it; and the way to make us hate it, 
is to suffer us to feel it. He knows that the only way to make us fervent 
and diligent in prayer, is toshow us how many things we have to pray 
for, and convince us ef our absolute need of his assistance. He knows 
that the best way to make us humble and contented is to show us what 
we are and what we deserve; and that the only way to wean us from 
the world is, to render it a place of fatigue and uneasiness. He knows 
that there is nothing like the want of his presence to teach us the 
worth of it; and nothing like a sense of the dangerous nature of our 
disease, to show us the value of an almighty physician. Upon this 
plan, therefore, it is that all his various dispensations towards Christ- 
ians are conducted ; and till they are acquainted with this, they cannot 
understand them.— Payson. 
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For the New-England Telegraph. 
EXAMINATION OF THE “StTRIcTURES” or Beza. 


Mr. Epiror,—I have received_your January and February 
numbers, containing a few “Strictures” upon my Thanksgiving 
Sermon, in the Telegraph of January 7th. I thank ‘“ Beza” for 
publishing his objections to my sermon, though I was not prepared 
to expect precisely such ones from him. In respect to my text, Rom. 
6. 17, “God be thanked that ye were the servants of sin,” &c. Beza 
says, “I know of no expositiors who thus understand it. Poole, 
Henry, Dodridge, Gill, Scott and Stuart understand it differently.” 
I conclude Beza means that these “‘ understand it differently” from 
the translators of our Bible, or from my explanation, which was this 
—‘ That Christians ought to praise and thank God for causing 
them to have been the servants of sin, not for its own sake, but 
because it is the occasion of a greater ultimate good to them and to 
the universe than could otherwise exist.” I was aware that Expos- 
itors generally explained this text differently, and also that they have 
generally explained most of the other proof texts “ differently,” and 
often absurdly, which plainly assert or imply the efficient agency of 
God in the production of moral evil,and the duties which result from it. 
But since our common translation of Rom. 6.17, as rendered by the 
learned and cautious translators, clearly expresses an obvious, scrip- 
tural, and weighty truth, I chose to abide by the opinion of the 
translators of our common Bible in respect to my text, rather than 
follow others who render it differently. 

Beza observes, that Professor Stuart says, in reference to the 
apostle’s words, Rom. 6. 17, ‘‘ To say that he thanks God with 
special reference to the fact that they were sinners, and because 
they were so, would be saying what contradicts—all the Bible.” And 
Beza also adds, “ Undoubtedly many, who firmly believe that God, 
for wise and holy purposes, decreed the existence of sin, and will 
cause ‘ the wrath of man to praise him,’ feel that they are voluntary 
and inconceivably criminal for every sin which they commit, and 
therefore cannot see how they can be thankful for doing that 
“ abominable thing which God hates.” 

I am happy to state that I agree with Professor Stuart, and Beza 
in the above statements, with only this exception—By saying that 
* undoubtedly many &c. cannot see how they can be thankful for 
doing that abominable thing which God hates,” Beza seems to imply 
that some, can see how they can be thankful for doing that “ abom- 
inable thing’ &c. This seems to carry an idea which appears 
rather “ harsh and uncharitable,” since it is a real impeachment of 
human nature to intimate or imply that any persons are able 


‘<'To see what is not to be seen.”’ 


In my Thanksgiving Sermon, I was careful to guard against such 
an absurd idea, and in explaining the words of the apostle in my 
text, I observed, ‘“‘ We cannot suppose that he meant to direct them 
to thank and praise God for sin, as being a blessing in itself—or to 
thank him for permitting or causing it for its own sake. This 
would be absurd if not blasphemous. It would be absurd to thank 
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God that we have been the servants of sin, if he had exerted no agency 
in causing us to be the servants of sin—or for causing us to be the 
servants of sin for its own sake—or to thank him for causing us to 
be the servants of sin, if he might have caused us to have done 
something which would have better promoted his own glory, and 
the highest ultimate good.”’ I then stated the trae reason why we 
should thank God for his intention and agency in causing them to 
have been the servants of sin, in these words—“‘ because it is the 
occasion of a greater ultimate good to them and to the universe than 
could otherwise exist.” 

I adopted the phraseology of the text, because it is scriptural, and 
with the above explanation I supposed it was sufficiently guarded 
against error, and plain enough to be apprehended by all persons. 
I shall take it for granted, from my knowledge of him, that Beza is 
one of the last men in the world, who will object to the sentiment, 
that both saints and sinners, and even devils are under moral obli- 
gation to thank and praise God for his good intentions, and agency 
in causing all the moral evil that exists—a sentiment as obvious as 
the absolute and infinite perfection of God, and one which by no 
means depends solely upon our translation of Rom. 6. 17, for its 
support. Christ rejoiced in spirit, and thanked his Father because 
he had hid the things of his kingdom for some, and his example in 
this, confirms the above sentiment. The scriptures abundantly 
enjoin the duty of praising God for all that he does, which evinces 
the same truth, provided it be true that he exerts any agency in the 
production of moral evil, which I conclude Beza admits. Nor is 
the sentiment of my sermon a theological novelty peculiar to the 
last ‘half century, since Nathaniel Niles, in a sermon delivered at 
Torringford, Connecticut, in 1777 observes, that “‘ Every act of sin 
will either be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence 
of the Lord and the glory of his power, or, being forgiven, through 
the atonement of Christ, will be matter of everlasting praise and 
thanksgiving to God.” Vide Utica C. Mag. vol. 3. p. 256—7. 

Having quoted a part of my 4th inference, in which I observed, 
“‘ We may justly conclude that God will not accept the thank offer- 
ings, prayers, praises, and religious services of those, who refuse to 
thank him in the sense of the text,” &&c. Beza observes, ‘“‘ None can 
give the thanks which he supposes are required, who do not 
understand the tert in the same sense.” Here Beza seems to have 
unhappily fallen into the error of being rather “‘ harsh and unchar- 
itable,’’ which I imagine he thought was chargeable upon me. I 
said nothing in my sermon to warrant such an allegation, which I 
should by no means be willing to make. I see not why persons 
may not understand the sense of Rom. 6. 17, “ differently,” and yet 
“‘ give the thanks required,” that is, thank and praise God for his 
good intentions and agency in causing all the moral evils that exist, 
in order to occasion the highest ultimate good conceivable. While 
I do not suppose that those are of consequence ’“ impenitent sin- 
ners,’ who do not understand Rom 6. 17, according to the obvious 
import of our trantlation, I have seen nothing in the “ Strictures” of 
Beza to prove that I was “harsh and uncharitable” in saying as [ 
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did in my sermon—“ If we stubornly refuse to perform the duty 
enjoined in the text, [as I explained it] is it not probable cr certain 
that all our pretended thank offerings will proceed from selfish 
principles, and be offensive instead of a sweet savor unto God—If 
any person should understandingly refuse to perform the duty required 
in the text, the same feelings wouid lead him to neglect every other 
self-denying duty. Every person must become truly reconciled to 
the true character, and to all the conduct of God, before his thank- 
offerings, and religious performances will be accepted in his sight.” 

The idea which I intended to convey, in my 4th inference, and 
which I feel confident I did clearly convey was this, that those 
persons who engage in the worship of God, while they hate, deny, 
and oppose his real intentions and agency in causing the moral 
evils that exist, or while they refuse to thank and praise him for 
these plainly revealed and obvious intentions and agency, have no 
reason to expect that their services will be accepted. I shall presume 
that Beza agrees with me in this sentiment, unless he shall aver to 
the contaary. If he shall do this, I shall expect to see his reasons. 





For the New-England Telegraph. 
IMMEDIATE ABOLITION. 


In my last communication, it was my object to show, that the 
system of Slavery, as it exists in the United States, is a violition of 
every requirement and prohibition in the moral law. This was 
demonstrated by distinctly stating the several commands in the 
Decalogue, and bringing the system of slavery, in its general features, 
to this infallible test. If the position assumed, was not established, 
I call upon pro-slavery writers to answer, and to point out a single 
feature, in which this system and the moral law harmonize. Until 
they do this, I shall take it for granted, that the point is settled, and 
shall proceed to state a few important deductions which must 
necessarily follow. 

Since slavery is a violation of every commandment in the moral 
law, it cannot be otherwise than opposed to every precept of the 
gospel. ‘The moral law and the gospel perfectly harmonize. Our 
Savior said, “ Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the 
prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say 
unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in 
no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” The apostle also 
teaches, that the law was not made void, but established by the 
faith of the gospel. In whatever light slavery is considered, there- 
fore, it must be opposed to the spirit and precepts of the gospel. 
Let the gospel be considered as enforcing the great law of love, and 
it condemns slavery in all its features. Let the gospel be considered 
as enforcing our Savior’s golden rule ; and the conscience of every 
moral being must answer, at once, ‘ Slavery is opposed to the gospel.’ 
in whatever light we view the subject, there is not a single trait, 
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‘either in the law or in the gospel, to which slavery is not diametri- 
cally opposed. 

Now, if slavery is opposed, in all respects, to both the law of God 
and the gospel of Jesus Christ: it is evident, that it cannot be justi- 
fied by the Word of God. Some have attempted at least to apologize 
for slavery, by refering to the example of Abraham and others, by 
appeals to the Levitical code, and by citing isolated passages of 
Scripture. But, one thing is certain, that every passage of Scripture 
must receive a wrong interpretation, which is construed to sanction 
what is manifestly opposed to the law of God and the gospel of 
Christ. The Bible never contradicts itself; and the Holy Spirit 
never intended, by detached passages, to abrogate either the 
requisitions of the law, or the precepts of the gospel. Any one, 
therefore, who appears as an apologist for slavery in the language of 
Scripture, does manifest violence to the Word of God. 

The view which I have taken, then, of this subject, answers the 
great question, respecting the remedy for this enormous evil. Only 
let the question be answered, when Americans ought to cease 
violating every commandment in the moral law, or whether or not 
they ought to gradually cease violating the law. of God; and the 
question is answered respecting the propriety of immediate or of 
gradual emancipation. 

Now, I appeal to common sense; and I ask, if any man, in the 
right use of his reason, will contend, that we ought to gradually 
cease violating the law of God? Who is there, that will insist, that 
the murderer ought to gradual’y cease violating the sixth cammand- 
ment? or that the adulterer ought to gradually cease violating the 
seventh commandment ? or that the thief ought to gradually leave off 
stealing? I appeal to my readers, if this is not the point at issue 
between immediate and gradual emancipationists? If those who 
contend for gradual emancipation, will prove, that the murderer, 
libertine and thief ought to gradually cease from the violation of 
the sixth, seventh and eight commandments in the decalogue, I will 
candidly admit, that their doctrine issound, and their ground tenable ; 
but until they do that, I shall still boldly and fearlessly contend, that 
the claim of property in human beings, ought to instantly and forever 
cease. 

Since the system of American Slavery is a violation of every 
commandment in the decalogue, it is easy to see, that immediate 
emancipation is the only thing which can remedy the evil. Those 
who think of gradually ceasing to violate the law of God, do not 
cease at all; nor does the law of God itself allow of any such thing. 
To say, that the thief ought to gradually cease stealing, isa paradox ; 
and where human laws are put in force against crime, they are put 
in force at once. ‘They are never construed, by either judge or 
jury, so as to give the offender liberty to transgress with impunity a 
little, and a little longer. The judge, in passing sentence upon the 
thief, does not tell him, If you do not gradually leave off stealing, 
you shall be sent to the State’s prison: but he passes sentence upon 
him at once, and gives him in charge to the sheriff, not to see that 
he steals a little, and a little less, until he ceases of his own accord ; 
but to place him at once where he will steal no more. 











112 IMMEDIATE ABOLITION. [ APRIL 





Now since this is the case even in respect to human laws; how 
can we suppose, that the infinitely holy and wise God allows his law 
to be violated a little? or that he is disposed to accommodate the 
perpetrator of wickedness in gradually ceasing to trample upon his 
authority ? 

It is evident, from the very nature of the case, that the abolition 
of slavery ought to be immediate and forever. This is the doctrine, 
which ought to be incessantly urged, in the soberness of truth, and 
in the benign influence of love, upon the Southern planter. This is 
the only doctrine which wil! make him feel. It is the only doctrine 
which is sanctioned by the law of God. It is the only doctrine, 
which can raise a tide of public sentiment, to roll through and 
emancipate the nation. It is the only doctrine, which can tend to 
dispel that cruel prejudice which in this country, and in this country 
alone, rages against our colored brethren ; and it is the only doctrine, 
which will ever elevate them to the rights and privileges of men, of 
citizens, and of christians. 

This is the ground to which American citizens and philanthro- 
pists must come, in order to effect the cure of slavery ; as they have 
found themselves obliged to preach and practice upon the principles 
of “entire abstinence,” in order efficiently to counteract the evils of 
intemperance. 

I am pursuaded, too, that when the mind is once divested of that 
groundless and cruel prejudice, to which I have already alluded, the 
doctrine of immediate emancipation will be received in its length 
and breadth. Let this prejudice then, be done away. It isa ‘‘ hydra,” 
which should never be cherished in the bosom of a moral being. 
The law of God makes no distinction between a white skin and a 
dark one; nor can we make an inviduous distinction between them, 
and yet obey the law of God. Unless we are willing to place our 
colored brethren upon a par with ourselves, admit them into our 
families, to our tables, into our schools, academies and colleges, and 
to all the rights and immunities of free citizens; we are but the 
abetors of slavery, and all our professions of philanthropy are vain 
and hollow-hearted. Every thing, therefore, which tends to foster 
prejudice against the people of color, tends to perpetuate slavery, 
and is contrary to the great law of love. 

To maintain, that the slaves must not be manumitted, unless they 
are transported beyond the seas, tends to foster this same cruel and 
unwarrantable prejudice, and is evidently inconsistent with the 
doctrine, that men ought immediately to leave off sinning. Without 
presuming to impeach the purity of character, justly attached to 
Mills, Finley and others, who first engaged in this hapless enterprize, 
or expressing a doubt as to the benevolence of their hearts; I am 
at the same time, no less firm in the conviction, that they labored 
under a sad mistake. This has evidently been proved, both by 
experience and the word of God. The law of God admits of no 
delay in ceasing from its violation ; and had one eighth of the treasure, 
life and time been spent in pouring truth into the minds of our 
Southern planters, and in endeavoring to convince them of their 
immediate duty, which have been expended in founding colonies 
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upon the coast of Africa ; I see not why the work of emancipation 
would not now have been completed in this country, as well as through- 
out the British empire. It is demonstrably true, that the Colonization 
Society, even in in its most prosperous efforts, could not succeed to 
diminish the number ef slaves in this country, no, not even a 
fraction. On the other hand, while that Society transported, to 
Liberia, in three years, only eight hundred and ninety-eight emi- 
grants, the increase of the colored population in this country, in the 
same time, was not less than THREE HUNDRED THOUSAND; and the 
greater proportion of this increase was among the slaves at the South. 
Such facts as these, which might be multiplied indeffinitely, prove, 
to a demonstration, the natural impossibility for the Colonization 
Society ever to free this country of slaves. Of this truth, many 
Colonizationists have already become convinced, and have conse- 
quently taken the ground of thorough and consistent Abolitionists. 
I am persuaded, too, that many others, who are now unwilling to 
relinquish a favorite enterprise, will yet candidly examine for them- 
selves, and be disposed to join heart and hand with those, who 
contend, that the law of Ged ought to be immediately ebeyed, and 
the iniquitous traffic in flesh and blood immediately abolished. 
All we ask of our brethren, who differ from us, is, to examine the 
subject impartially, and to judge for themselves in view of facts. 
To impugn their motives we are not disposed, unless we perceive, 
that they are wilfully blinded by invincible prejudice; and even 
then, may God preserve us from taking the work of judgment into 
our own hands, though we might be in danger from provocation to 
return evil for evil, and railing for railing. 

The work which the Abolitionists of this country have undertaken, 
is great and momentous. To co-operate in this work, and be 
instrumental in disenthralling two millions and a half of slaves, in 
our own beloved land, is a greater, more important, and more 
eventful enterprise, than our nation has ever yet witnessed. But, 
this work, through the blessing of God, they hope to perfrom, not 
with the roar of artillery, the strains of martial music, and fields 
strewed with the dying and the dead; but they desire to gain the 
victory by those weapons of holy warfare, which are not carnal, but 
mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds. 

God be thanked, that a pioneer in this business, a man of pure 
character, of unassuming, self-denying philanthropy, whose head, by 
a single Slave State has been prized at FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS! is 
A MAN OF PEACE! Detesting and denouncing war, in every 
form, and confiding in the power of argument and the force of 
moral principle, he has breasted the storm; while the shafts of his 
enemies, who have charged him with stirring up sedition, and 
exciting the slaves to human butchery, have fallen harmless at his feet. 
He has still the confidenne of genuine philanthropists; and those 
professed Abolitionists, who make it their business to calumniate 
his character, or to impeach his motives, will find to their shame, 
that even slave-holders are more capable of appreciating his worth 
than their own prejudiced and contracted minds. 

Bat, in this great work, we have need to feel our dependence on 
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Gop. We need to be imbued with his wisdom which is profitable 
to direct. For those who engage in this work, to be insensible of 
their constant, entire and absolute’ dependence and accountability, 
is preposterous indeed. The salvation of our country is at stake. The 
honor of the Christian name and the Christian religion is involved. 
Indeed, every thing which relates to the welfare of the human family, 
seems to be pending. ‘ Who, then, is sufficient for these things ?” 
The prayers of God’s people should incessantly assend before his 
throne, like pure incense from his holy altar, for his truth to 
enlighten our minds, and for his Spirit to sanctify our hearts, and 
to lead us in the path of duty, which is always the path of safety. 
Then sha!l we be happily instrumental not only in rescuing from 
thraldom the wretched vassals of our own country; but our labors 
shall ultimately tend to EMANCIPATE A WORLD! Erarnras. 





From the North Star. 
PopeERyY. 


Mr. Eaton,—Much has been said, respecting the danger to our 
civil and religious Institutions resulting from the influx of foreign 
Catholics. And surely there is ground for serious apprehensions. 
For Popery is in its nature, at all times and in all places, hostile to 
civil and religious liberty. It is a system of priestcraft, and under 
the specious garb of religion, seeks to subject all ranks under the 
dominion of the Romish church. And like Freemasonry, it has 
wealth, and numbers, and power, and secret combination, to execute 
those secret plans, which have been formed in dark conclave. 
Already their influence is felt in some of our States; and every year 
is increasing their weight of influence. Should this state of things 
continue, how Jong will it be before their influence will be decisive 
in our largest States ? 

But there is one point of danger, which I have not seen noticed. 
In this Republic there are more than two millions of slaves, kept in 
profound ignorance. These are located in that part of the country, 
which is most exposed to the action of the Catholic priesthood, and 
where they have strongly entrenched themselves. Withthem it isa 
maxim that “ ignorance is the mother of devotion!’ and their religion, 
consisting in splendid show, and pompous rites, and external cere- 
mony is perfectly adapted to the state and feelings of our colored pop- 
ulation. Its dogmas may easily be communicated by oral instruction. 
The most ignorant can soon be learnt to count his beads, repeat a 
prayer, and confess to a priest. And the feelings of the blacks may 
be effectually enlisted by the attention of the priests, and secured by 
the pomp and show of Romanism. Once enlisted, and they will all 
be organized under ghostly leaders, and be prepared to execute 
their mandates. And then it will be no easy task to detach them 
from the See of Rome; or to bring them under the influence of 
gospel truth. 

The Canaanites are in the land. Jesuit priests have entered our 
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tepublic, and are spreading themselves through the land. Nearly 
six hundred thousand persons are ranged under their standard. 
What is there to hinder these priests and their abettors from acting 
upon our colored population? They can have easy access to the 
blacks in the slave states. They know, that their religion is com- 
municated with ease, and suited to interest the feelings of such a 
population. And they know, that once attached to their church, 
they can hold them under their sway, swell their ranks by their 
numbers, and use them as instruments to over-turn our civil and 
religious Institutions. Is there not then danger, great danger, from 
this quarter? Even now the secret emissaries of Rome may be 
acting extensively upon the people of color; and ere we perceive 
their movements, their object may be secured, and millions may be 
enlisted in their object, guided by their counsels, and employed at 
their pleasure. Let the friends of religion and our of Republic pause, 
look at the object, and ask themselves seriously, whether danger 
from this quarter is not almost certain? 

What can be done to preserve our colored population from the 
influence of Romanism? I answer, the same that must be done to 
preserve the white population from that influence. They must be 
placed under moral and religious instruction. Their minds must 
be brought under the influence of Truth. The Bible must be put 
into their hands. This, and nothing else will prevent the evil. And 
this musi be done soon, or it will be too late. For we need not 
hope, that the Jesuits, with all their craft, will long delay to put the 
Mark of the Beast upon our colored population. There is the soil 
proper for their cultivation. Here they may reap a thousand fold, 
and prove that ignorance is the mother of such devotion as Rome re- 
quires. 

Where are our watchmen, civil and religious? Have they not 
slumbered long enough? When will they awake? If we have no 
bowels of mercy; no sense of justice, no love for the souls of the 
enslaved millions, let them be roused to action by asense of danger, 
of danger to themselves, to their country, and to religion. It is 
high time that Protestant Missionaries were laboring among the 
colored population of the South and the West; that they were 
placed under religious instruction, and supplied with Bibles. Too 
long have they been neglected. And if our Missionary and Bible 
Societies will not do this work soon, and in good earnest, they must 
abide the consequences. For it is morally certain, that in the 
mighty struggle, the blacks will not be overlooked by the emissaries 
of Rome. And who can say that. with such a host, the Jesuits will 
not secure for themselves the valley of the Mississippi, and the 
plains of the South. An aGep Minister. 





Tuts world is the place for labor, and not for rest, or enjoyment, 
except that enjoyment which may be found in serving God. We 
shall have time enough in the coming world to rest, and to converse 
with our friends; and it may well reconcile us to separation here, if 
we hope to be forever with them there.— Payson. 
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For the New-England Telegraph. 
FAaLLING FROM GRACE. 


Mr. ‘Tuacner,—Various opinions are entertained of the essential 
doctrines of the Bible by professing Christians; and much light 
and instruction has been reflected upon various important subjects 
through the Telegraph. Able investigation is beneficial to the 
cause of truth and is doubtless called for atthe present day. Having 
recently heard some exposition of Hebrews, sixth Chap. 4th, 5th, 
and 6th, verses, I humbly suggest the following with the hope of 
secing the subject carefully investigated through the ‘Telegraph. 

It is believed by some that the Apostle in the above passage, 
was addressing graceless professors, but the Arminian, by mutilating 
it, thinks it proves the doctrine of falling from grace. All will 
admit that it isa most solemn portion of scripture, and when under- 
stood, is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction and 
instruction in righteousness. 

Now to come to the precise meaning is perhaps difficult; yet I 
see nothing in the text that favors the Arminian notion of falling 
away, or the apossacy of hypocrites; for, “to taste the heavenly 
gift, partake of the Holy Ghost, and taste the good word of God and 
the powers of the world to come,” is that, in my humble belief, to 
which hypocrites never attain. Professing religion never produces 
any holiness of heart; and upon the principle of applying those solemn 
expressions to the unconverted, it is difficult to see how such can 
make the proper distinction between sin and holiness, or saints and 
sinners. We are divinely assured, that there is no forgiveness for 
those that apostatize in the manner described by the Apostle ; and 
it is importent to ascertain who they are. Should it be said that 
the impenitent are those intended, I ask if their salvation is rendered 
sure, if they do not fall away as expressed by the Apostle? Most 
certainly salvation is not connected with any thing short of holiness ; 
therefore, holding on to a profession only, without yielding the 
heart to God, falls far short of complying with the gospel and cannot 
ensure salvation. 

Another difficulty is, the renewing again to repentance those that 
never had repented. As graceless protessors have never exercised 
evangelical repentance, is it proper to say of them, “ If they shall 
fall away it will be impossible to renew them again to repeutance 2 
When it is said of any, that they have repented again, or are 
renewed again, does it not imply previous grace? 

Then may we not understand the Apostle as addressing a solemn 
caution to Christians in reference to backsliding, and this too without 
inculcating Arminianism? For the apostle does not intimate that 
believers do fall away ; but he says, “ If they shall fall away it will 
be impossible to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they 
crucify the son of God afresh and put him to open shame.” It is 
perfectly sure, that for such there is no forgiveness ; neither is there 
forgiveness for graceless professors, except they repent ; then is there 
much difference in the final issue between falling away from a mere 
profession and holding to it with a graceless heart? 
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If there is no certain connection between unregenerate doings 
and eternal life, then religious teachers are bound to make it 
manifest in their public instructions. That kind of preaching is 
most desirable, which makes the proper distinction between selfishness 
and benevolence, sin and holiness, saints and sinners. It is much 
to be feared that many at this day come far short of making those 
distinctions, that were made by the great Head of the church and his 
immediate successors. Perfection in the ministry is not indispen- 
sable to success ; yet it is vastly important that those who are set 
for the defense of the gospel should see to it that they build upon 
that foundation which God has laid in Zion. The church of God 
is in danger; the gloom destined to precede the latter days, is fast 
thickening about her; she has foes without and foes within, and a 
severe struggle to pass through.—But in achieving a victory over 
Satan and his emmissaries, God will honor his truth, he will glorify 
himself. There is nothing so well calculated to arouse a sleeping 
world from its slumbers, as a full disclosure of truth. Gratitude 1s 
due to God, for having enjoined it upon his ministers to declare all 
his counsel to men. It is this that tries the heart and the conscience 
of the sinner, and renders those that do it unpopulay. It was making 
proper distinctions that rendered the Savior’s preaching unpopular, 
and that led to his crue! death. The same is ¢rue of his immediate 
successors. They showed the difference between right and wrong, 
holiness and sin, benevolence and selfishvess. It is distinguishing 
properly, that renders the Orthodox unpopular at the present day. 
To call men and things by their proper names, tell what total 
depravity is, to tell what regeneration by the spirit, is, to tell what 
repentance and love to God are, <o speak of the mercy, and justice, 
and purposes, and sovereignty of God in definite language, requires 
much self-denial; but to toach them slightly or in general terms 
requires little or none at a4. As saints and sinners, possess diamet- 
tically opposite characters, views, and feelings; it is incumbent 
upon theologians to let the difference between them fully appear. 

The above is submtted with the hope that some further discussion 
of the subject may Se seen; and should an opposite view be taken 
of it, I trust it will be shown what is to be understood by “ tasting 
the heavenly gif, partaking of the Holy Ghost, tasting the good 
word of God, aud the powers of the world to come,” in distinction 
from Christiana exercises. N. 





A Srrixine Apmonition.—It is related of a Christan of whom 
Satan had taken possession, and greatly terrified and distressed her 
soul, that on his being asked how he dared to enter into a child of 
God? He replied, “I found her on my own ground, at the play 
house ; therefore I challenge her as my servant.” Whether the 
story be true or not, the moral is excellent. 

[ Mason’s Spiritual Treasury. 


Suppose you were to pass over a pit which had no bottom; would 
you endeavor to fill it up, or bridge it over? Payson, 





HUMAN DEPRAVITY. 





For the New-England Telegraph. 
Human DeEpPRAvVITY. 


Me. Tuacnuer,—The moral character of the infant mind in the 
sight of God and the place which it must occupy in God’s empire, 
in case of death, have been the subject of much discussion. Very 
different views are entertained upon this question. The idea that 
those of our race who die at the dawn of their being, should be 
the subject sof a future punishment, has long been thought repugnant 
to the dictates cof common sense and the most compassionate feelings 
of the heart. Hence many, in order to avoid a conclusion so 
unwelcome, and perhaps from the most sincere desires to justify the 
ways of God with man, have inculcated sentiments which a prayerful 
study of the Scriptures and the human mind would not support. In 
the remarks I am to offer, I lay no claim to a place in your sheets, 
on the ground of originality, but wish simply to present the work- 
ings ef my own mind, in regard to a subject, which I perceive is 
becoming the subject of much debate. I will briefly state my 
convictions, and shall feel myself well repaid if the remarks shall 
lead your reader: to any profitable reflections. 

The distinction between actual and original sin, the last, being 
considered the cause of the first and transmitted by Adam to his 
posterity in the same menner as is the carnivorous nature of a lion, 
is, doubiless, without jus\ foundation. If we canvass the nature 
and inquire after the real ctaracteristics of this original sin, we shall 
see its very name an absurdity. By original sin then as ordinarily 
explained, is not meant positive acts of wickedness, volitions of the 
heart which are wrong because supremely selfish. But this is what 
constitutes sin. Sin is a positive act and opposed either to conscience 
or to both the Bible and conscience. And where is the propriety 
of calling that sin, which is destitute of al} its distinctive properties 7 
Still it is asserted that there is a disposition to sin in every mind at 
an age so early as to abridge the possibiity of actual sin, and 
therefore it is confidently maintained that the doctrine of original 
sin must be admitted unless we deny the declarations of daily 
observatoin. But I apprehend such a conclusion as this arises 
chiefly from a mistake in premises. It is supposed that the infantile 
mind gives evidence of a depraved heart before moral agency ean 
be considered has having commenced. It is also taken for granted 
that there may be a bad nature, a wrong disposition, independent of 
and previous to all sinful volitions, and that the instructions of the 
Bible go to confirm these suppositions ; and lastly that there is no 
other way to account for the unversality of human depravity. That 
man gives evidence of a depraved heart at a very early period of his 
existence cannot be disputed. Such evidence is constantly forcing 
jtself upon our attention. Butthat a depraved heart developes itself 
in infancy, previous to accountable agency, cannot be admitted. 
Indeed all the facts—all the observations—the very data taken to 
establish an innate depravity, aside from active transgression, equally 
prove accountability. The error arises from supposing that there 
may he what is termed original sin or native depravity, without 





1835. ] HUMAN DEPRAVITY. 119 





free agency. But how can this be, since free agency consists in 
choosing and depravity of whatever name or description consists in 
a wrong choice of the heart?’ The truth is, sin is not a nameless 
something which sleeps dormant in the breast—it must be a choice 
—a positive volition, or else it is not sin. And this is all the depravity 
which the Bible recognizes. The capacities of the outer man do 
not come into the account. It matters not whether the mind be 
housed within a feeble teniment or a giant form. The Bible gives 
no prominence to this in its treatment of sin. 

Here it will be seen that I admit that mankind are depraved and 
sinful as early in lifeas those who contend for original depravity, 
but deny the distinction between original and actual sin made by 
the Assembly’s Catechism and other standards. But the sentiment 
too, that infants are free and accountable is ofien scouted as inconsis- 
tent with universal observation and the goodness of God. Hence much 
has been said to prove that infants are positively sinless. Knowing 
that free agency is necessary to any thing of a moral character, 
whether right or wrong, it is maintained that infants are no more 
moral agents than mere animals or plants, and consequently no more 
sinful. But if this be so, how can be explained the unequivocal 
proofs of sinfulness which are always exhibited in infancy? How 
are we to dispose of that large class of texts of Scripture, which all 
have united in considering as descriptive of some sort of depravity ? 
And with what class of beings are we to place infants, if they are 
not free and accountable? It would be singular to give them no 
higher station than that of mere animals, exhibiting all the evidences 
of intelligence which they do; and yet if the ground taken be correct, 
this is the highest they can have, as moral agency is all that gives 
them claim to humanity. But to avoid this reasoning, it will be 
asked if it be not presumption to pretend for a certainty, whether 
infants are free and sinful agents, since the subject lies so far out of 
the reach of accurate investigation? If this objection amounts to 
any thing it proves too much. Admitting that we are unable to 
prove the infant a sinner by reason of ignorance, it would then 
follow, that we are also equally unable to prove the contrary. So 
that the object for which the objection is urged is defeated. But 
without pretending to be wise above what is written, there are some 
conclusions at which we may arrive upon this question, without the 
least arrogance, or presumption. And perhaps the following are 
among such conclusions. 

First. That all the testimony both from the Bible and observation, 
which would prove a sinful nature in the infant, equally substantiates 
his activity in transgression. Secondly. ‘That all that goes to prove 
the infant a human being —a man in miniature, in contradistinction 
from a mere brute, also shows him to be a moral agent and account- 
able to God. These deductions follow from what has been said. 
Besides, if it were not so, ali the promises made to this class of our 
race —all the ordinances instituted in reference to them are essentially 
unmeaning. And if infants are not moral agents, as millions die 
before they arrive at the age of accountability, they could not be 
considered the subjects of moral government after death—at all 
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events, being guilty of no offences, they could not be justly the 
subjects of punishment, nor could they be taken into the divine 
favor on the ground of the atonement; and this would be repugnant 
to all the representations of the Bible. Among other objections to 
the view of this subject now presented, a very common one is, that it 
assigns no just reason for the universality of human depravity. It 
is true that this view of the subject does nvt represent, that depravity 
*¢ Wanders through all our veins :” 


does not make it hereditary, like the graminivorous nature of the 
ox; nor_on the other hand, does it assert that infants are totally 
destitute of moral character, and only eventually become sinners, 
because they have such elements belonging to their physical nature 
and for which they are not to blame, as ultimately induce them to 
sin. Still it does not overlook the introduction and continuance of 
sin in the world. On the contrary it is believed, according to the 
language of inspiration, that “by one man’s disobedience, many 
were constituted sinners.’ ‘This passage being a correct translation, 
seems to indicate that Adam was the public head of his posterity, 
that the character of his posterity was suspended upon his conduct, 
and that in some way or other his obedience or disobedience was 
intimately connected with the moral condition of the human family. 
“ Wherefore as by one man sin entered the world. For if through 
the offense of one many be dead.’’ These also with numerous 
parallel passages, make it plain, that God by a determination repdered 
it certain that should Adam sin, so would his posterity. However this 
may be, we can see very good reasons why Adam should be consti- 
tuted the representative of all mankind. By this means a fair trial 
of man’s stability was made, as no one could conclude, that his 
posterity would have been more likely to resist temptation, than was 
Adam himself; and, when by the fatal act it was rendered certain, 
that the great family of man should be opposed to the divine laws 
and government, and so need an atonement, God could and did 
consistently promise a Savior. 

But the question returns, What is the nature of that connection 
established between Adam and his descendants, which ensures moral 
death to every human soul? We have seen above, that Adam did 
not confer upon his descendants a corrupt» nature, commonly called 
original sin, and we have no evidence that there is any more direct 
connection between the sin of Adam and the character of his pos- 
terity, than there is between the moral character of angels and men, 
aside from a simple determination on the part of God. God has 
indeed establishod a certain kind of connection. As Adam partook 
of the prohibited fruit, so will all mankind stand forth condemned 
sinners. Upon this point I cannot enlarge, but may add, that it does 
not become necessary, in order to prove that such will be the fact, 
to assume that God in the least infringes upon moral agency, nor 
that he is the author of sin, nor that he acts the part of a tyrant. 
But as the soul is from God, as God is a sovereign, and rules in the 
moral as well as material world, we may suppose he secures the 
complete execution of all his wise designs in reference to our race, 
in perfect harmony with all his glorious perfections. M. F. G. 





1835. ] MORAL STATE OF MIND, &c. 





From the Utica Christian Repository. 
Morat Strate or Minp WHICH LEADS TO 
UnIVERSALISM. 


Ir has been remarked, in relation to the manner in which the 
mind forms its religious opinions, that the heart governs the man: 
the affections predominate over the understanding. Mankind have 
a strong desire that the fact or event may correspond to their hopes. 
And they will eagerly grasp at the least shadow of evidence which 
appears to be in their favor, and earnestly endeavor to believe that 
to be true, which is most agreeable to their wishes; while, from 
the influence of these same feelings, they are inclined to fortify 
themselves against any impression from an argument which has a 
tendency to prostrate those hopes which are so agreeable to their 
wishes, and which they so fondly cherish. And from this state of 
the mind, a belief of the truth of a sentiment will often arise without 
even a consciousness that the feelings have had any influence in 
leading to the decision. It has therefore, been an old maxim, that 
aman’s opinions are very much influenced by his wishes; and 
under this influence he will employ media of proof, to which an 
unsophisticated mind—a mind unbiassed by interest or prejudice 
would never think of resorting. His mind is not in a posture to 
receive truth on its own foundation, and supported by its own proper 
evidence. 

The same evtravagance and perversion of reason are discoverable 
in the advocates of the system of religion now under discussion, 
that is common to theorists generally. It isan enthusiasm tinctured 
with wildness. Fancy and feeling, rather than unwarped and 
chastened judgment, give character to his reasonings and determine 
his conclusions. It is not the spirit of sober inquiry, which calmly 
asks, “‘ what is truth 7” It is an ill directed and untamed zeal for 
the establishment and defence of a favorite scheme, or the prostra- 
tion of an opposing one. But why does the Universalist want such 
ascheme? Why will he pervert the first principles of scripture and 
reason, and violate the plainest laws of interpretation for its support ? 
The answer is ready. Ask the man of licentious life, who riots in 
forbidden pleasures, and casts off the restraints which a religion 
even in any form founded on the gospel, imposes; ask such a man 
why he would fain persuade himself of the truth of this doctrine, 
and you need not wait for his answer. If he would find salvation 
himself, he must find it, either on the ground of universal salvation, 
or he must relinquish his sinful indulgences. Tell one of these that 
he may sately indulge his vicious propensities to any extent he chooses, 
and he will be satisfied. He will not trouble you to contest with 
him the merits of Universalism or Calvinism; and seldom will he 
disturb his Bible or his own ease to investigate the truth of either. 
But the examples alluded to, it may be said, are cases of extreme 
depravity. Still, however, they serve to illustrate a general princi 
ple, which is equally applicable to every man in whose bosom humar 
passions reign, uncontrolled by the grace of the gospel. And the 
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indulgence of these passions, in modification and degree however 
various, has but one general nature. It is uniformly sinful. And 
like the indulgence of those of stronger character, it affords a delight, 
the relinquishment of which, the subject would esteem no ordinary 
sacrifice. 

But an unwillingness to relinquish sinful indulgences is not the 
only reason why men are disinclined to admit the generally received 
doctrines of revelation. Perhaps, indeed, it is not the strongest. 
Tell an impenitent man that there is a fre which shall never ibe 
quenched; make him believe this ; make him feel it, and you break 
his deepest slumbers ; you intrude on his peace ; you disturb a quiet 
sweeter, and more powerful than a Lethean draught. You make 
him see and feel that his eternal interests are in jeopardy. But tell 
him that salvation is equally and certainly secured to all, and you 
deepen his slumbers, and he rests in peace, perhaps, till the arch- 
angel’s voice bids him rise and learn how fatal is his delusion! He 
delivers himself from the apprehensions of endless punishment, and 
willingly believes there is no worm that never dies. With such a 
state of mind, it is not strange that men should form inadequate 
conceptions of the character and perfections of God. A limited 
view in this respect, is a natural consequence. His mercy must 
supercede and obscure all his other moral perfections. Eternal 
justice is a fearfu! attribute. Sin, too, becomes a light thing, and 
is stripped of the deep malignity of its nature. And the line betwixt 
virtue and vice, if indeed there be ground left for any such distinc- 
tion, is faintly drawn. I have but briefly noticed some of the subtle 
but powerful principles whieh operate on the Universalist. But, 
that this account developes the true causes, which lead to a belief 
in universal salvation, an accurate observation of life and character, 
can scarcely leave a doubt. Y. 





AnecpoTte or Boernave.—It was the daily practice of this 
eminent physician, and no less distinguished Christian, through his 
whole life, as soon as he rose in the morning, which was generally 
very early, to retire for an hour for private prayer, and meditation 
on some part of the holy scriptures. He often told his friends, 
when they asked how it was possible for him to go through so much 
labor and fatigue, “that it was this practice, which gave him spirit 
and vigor in the business of the day. ‘This he therefore recom- 
mended as the best rule he could give; for nothing, he observed, 
would tend more to the health of the body, than the tranquility of 
the mind ; and he knew nothing which could support himself or his 
fellow creatures, amidst the various evils and distresses of life, buta 


well grounded confidence i in the supreme Being, upon the principles 
of Christianity.” 


Anticipated sorrows are harder to bear than real ones, because 
Christ does not support us under them. In every slough we may 
see the footsteps of Christ’s flock who have gone before us. 










POETRY. 









POETRY. 
THe Poor Mavn. 


What man is poor? not he whose brow 
Is bathed in Heaven’s own light, 

Whose knee to God alone must bow, 
At morning and at night— 

Whose arm is nerved by healthful toil, 
Who sits beneath the tree, 

Or treads upon the fruitful soil, 

With spirit calm and free. 















What man is poor? not he whose brow 
Is wet with Heaven’s own dew, 

Who breathes to God the heart-felt vow, 
Whose pledge is deep and true. 

The morning ca'ls his active feet 
To no enchanting dome, 

But evening and the twilight sweet 
Shail light his pathway home. 











And there is music in his ear 
In the glad voice of his child, 
His wife with hurried step draws near, 
And spirit undcefiled— 
Then turn not from the humble heart, 
Nor scorn its cheerful tone, 
For deeper feelings there may start, 
Than the proud have ever known. 




















Can HeE se Happy? 


“‘ Mother, you told me that the slave 
Was happy in his chains— 

That ’tis but just that he should share 

Excruciating pains. 











Can he be happy, bound and whipped, 
And tortured every day ? 

With no kind friends near to his side, 

To wipe his tears away ? 


Mother, what if a ruffian band 
Should tear us from our home— 

And drive us to a far off land, 

Where friends would never come ; 
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And there should separate and bind 
Our limbs in fetters strong— 

Would you not think they were unkind, 
And did us mighty wrong?” 


“‘ Our skins are white—the blacks alone 
Are doomed to slavery ; 

I do not think ’twas Heaven’s design, 
That they should e’er be free.” 


“Why, mother—tell me, have the blacks 
No precious souls to save— 

Which cleansed from sin and purified, 
Will live beyond the grave ? 


Did Jesus shed his blood and die 
For them as well as we? 

If so, then God could ne’er design 
The blacks for slavery.” 





REVIEW. 


DecrtaRaTION OF THE FREEMASONS oF Boston aNp vicinity. PresEentEp 


to THE Pusiic, Decemeer 31, A. D. 1831. 


Ir is often affirmed by Freemasons and their abettors, that ‘“‘ Freemasonry 
is dead ;’”’ and it is asked, with expressions of indignation, ‘‘ What is the use 
of fighting a dead carcass? or of trying to kill a dead lion?’ Now, if the 
lion were really dead, and Freemasons had actually abandoned the institution, 
renouncing their unlawful and blasphemous oaths ; these questions would be 
pertinent and significant. It would, indeed, be time and labor lost, still to 
“ fight a dead lion;”’ and those who had given him the deadly wound, might 
be better employed in burying his carcass, that the inhabitants of the land 
might not be annoyed by the pestiferous exhalations, arising from its state of 
putrescence. But, Freemasonry is not dead. Of this, those who are still 
suffering from masonic ‘“‘ vengeance,” are perfectly aware. It is the genius 
of the institution to dissemble. To practice dissimulation, is one of the most 
prominent lessons of both the lodge and chapter; and in this lesson, every 
“bright” meiber of the fraternity is more thoroughly versed, than any 
professor in a literary institution ever was in the specific branches of his 
own department. In fact, the art of deception, embraces the sum and 
substance of all the “ science’ which has ever been inculcated in their secret 
conclaves; and no Freemason can claim any great degree of practical 


familiarity with the “ lectures,”’ who has not accustomed himself to carry this 
art into execution. 


It has been said of the fox, that when decoyed and entiapped by the hunter, 
she will sometimes feign herself dead, and in this way throw her captor from 
his guard, while she seizes the precious moment to effect her escape. The 
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story has also been told of the convict in prison, who bolstered up the corpse 
of his dead companion in one corner of the cell, and then placed himself in 
the coffin of the deceased, that he might effect his escape by the kind office 
of the sexton, who comes to bury the dead. It need not be thought strange, 
then, if Freemasons, who, it is well known, are much accustomed to swearing, 
should even take an oath, that the institution is dead ; and if Antimasons are 
only persuaded to believe them, this will be the most effectual method to save 
its life. The “strong grip, or lion’s paw,’ whith they aver, raised Hiram 
Abiff from his nine days bed of corruption, can much more easily resuscitate 
the polluted carcass of the “ old harlot,’’ and render her vigorous and active 
as ever. Moral men and Christians therefore, those who mean to be true to 
their God and their country, should not take upon trust, the simple assever- 
ation, that “ Freemasonry is dead: but they are bound, by the most impe- 
rious obligations, to know that the institution is demolished, before they put off 
the harness. The wiles and intrigues of Freemasons were never more subtile, 
complicated and extegsive, than they are at this moment. Although the 
‘‘ beast may be thought to have received a deadly wound ;” yet that “ deadly 
wound will surely be healed,’ and “all the world will again wonder after 
the beast,’’ unless the warfare is vigorously continued. It may be affirmed, 
toe, that this important work will never be accomplished, unless it is prose- 
cuted in the churches. A great multitude have professed to be ‘“ moral 
Antimasons.”’ They could not endure the din of politics ; and because Anti- 

masonry was rendered political, by those who determined to do their duty to 

their country, these moral men were obliged, in conscience, to stand dloof. 

But, what have these “moral Antimasons” done? Nothing! absolutely 
nothing!! Nothing, do I say? I retract the expression; I penned it 
without due reflection. Had ‘moral Antimasons” done nothing, they had 
been comparatively innocent, and the work of reform would now have been 
completed. But, instead of doing nothing, they have clandestinely aided to 
perpetuate the works of darkness. They have professed to abhor Freema- 
sonry, and to wish for its extinction; while, at the same time, they have 
lent their aid to Freemasons, and have endeavored to weaken the hands and 
discourage the hearts of those who took a firm and consistent stand in 
opposition to this great system of infidelity. These moral Antimasons 
pretended to desire the extinction of Freemasonry in the churches ; but they 
were never willing to have the subject introduced. The time had not come ; 
it would rend the churches; and now more than seven years have passed 
away since the warfare commenced, and the time is not yet come; but the 
pretense is, that “ Freemasonry is dead!” Unless, however, the churches 
can yet be awakened, and purged from this infidelity, Freemasoary will 
inevitably revive, and the blackness of French Illuminism will yet shroud the 
fairest portions of our country. 

That these apprehensions are not groundless, the following Declaration, 
made and subscribed, in 1831, by more than twelve hundred Freemasons, in 
Boston and vicinity, is, of itself, proof sufficient to satisfy every candid and 
intelligent inquirer. This Declaration sets forth, that those who subscribed 

to it, “can neither renounce nor abandon the Masonic Institution; and 
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now, after the lapse of more than three years, they are found steadily adhering 
to their avowed determinaticn. Ihave no knowledge, that an individual of 
the “ twelre hundred,” “ in Boston and vicinity,’’ who first signed the Dec- 
laration, or of the hundreds of others, who subscribed it in those towns where 
it was subsequently circulated, has ever “ either renounced, or abandoned” 
Freemasonry. The Declaration was considered as a kind cf “act and testi- 
mony,” which were not to be viclated. It was, indeed, a kind of “ fifth 
libation,”’ which was to rest like an incubus upon the heart and conscience, 
and set the hand and seal to the whole system of darkness. Among these 
signers, wele professors of religion, officers of churches, and even clergymen. 
The list before me presents the names of the following perscns, who 
professed to sustain this sacred office, or to be preachers of the everlasting 
gospel :—Asa Eaton, Paul Dean, Jonathan Greenleaf, John L. Blake, E. M. 
P. Wells, Edward T. Taylor, Sebastian Streeter, Samuel Barrett, Thomas F. 
Norris, Thaddeus M. Harris, Alfred L. Baury, William Morse, Samuel Ripley , 
Bernard Whitman, Charles Train, Amos Clarke, Egra Ripley, James H. 
Bugbee, James Morss, Sylvanus Cobb, Luther Hamilton, and J. R. Cushing. 

Here then, we have the names of twenty-two clergymen, from not less 
than six different and opposing sects, viz:—Orthedox Congregaticnalists, 
Baptists, Episcopalians, Methodists, Unitarians and Universalists, subscribed 
to the following Statement and Declaration: 


‘‘ White the public mind remained in the high state of excitement, to 
which it had been carried by the partial and inflammatcry representaticns of 
certain offenses, committed by a few misguided members of the Masonic 
InstiTuTioN, in a sister State; it seemed to the undersigned (residents cf 
Boston and vicinity) to be expedient to refrain from a public declaraticn of 
their principles or engagements, as Masons. But believing the time new to 
be fully come, when their fellow citizens will receive, with candor, if not with 
satisfaction, A SOLEMN AND UNEQUIVOCAL DENIAL OF THE ALLEGATIONS, 
which, during the last five years, in consequence of their ccnnecticn with the 
Masonic Fratersity, have been reiterated against them, they respectiully 
ask permission to invite attention to the subjoined 


DECLARATION: 


“Waueneas, it has been frequently asserted and published to the werld, that 
in the several degrees of Frremasonnry, as they are conferred in the United 
States, the candidate, on his initiaticn and subsequent advancement, binds 
himself, by oath, to sustain his Mascnic brethren in acts, which are at vari- 
ance with the fundamental principles of morality, and inccmpatible with his 
duty as a good and faithful citizen; in justice therefore to themselves, and 
with a view to establish TRuTH and expose imposition, the undersigned, 
many of us the recipients of every degree of Frermasonry, known and 
acknowledged in this ccuntry, do mest soLEMNLY DENY the existence cf any 
such obligations in the Masosic Institution, so far as cur knewledge 
respectively extends. And we as soLEMNLY AVER that, no perscn is acmiticd 
to the Institution, withcut first being made acquainted with the nature cf the 
obligations which he will be required to incur and asstme. 

‘Freemasonry secures its members in the freedem cf thcvght and of speech, 
and permits each and every one to act according to the dictates of his cwn 
conscience in matters of religicn, and of his perscnal prefcrences in matters¢f 
politics. It neither knows, nor dces it assume to inflict, upcn its crring 
members, however wide may be their aberrations from duty, any penalties or 
punishments, other than those of apMoNITION, susrENSION and EXPULSION. 
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“The obligations of the Institution require of its members a strict cbedience 
to the laws of Gon andofiman. So far from being bound by any engagements 
inconsistent with the happiness and prosperity of the nation, every citizen, 
wh» becomes a Mason, is doubly bound to be true to his Gon, to his Country, 
and to his Ferrow-Mey. In the language of the “ Ancient Constitutions” 
of the order, which are printed and open for public inspection, and which are 
used as text-books in all the Lodges, he is ** required to keep and obey the 
Morar Law: to be a quiet and peaceable citizen; true to his government 
and just to his country.” 

‘‘Masonry disdains the making of proselytes. She opens the portals of her 

B, i) 2 i p 
asylum to those only, who seek admission, with the recommendation of a 
character unspotted by immorality and vice. She simply requires of the 
candidate, his assent to one great fundamental religious trath—THE EXISTENCE 
AND PROVIDENCE OF Gop; anda practical acknowledgement of those infallible 
doctrines for the government of life, which are wriiten by the finger ef God, 
on the heart of man. 

“Entertaining such sentiments,as Masons, as Citizens, as Curistians, 
and as Morar Men, and deeply impressed with the cenviction that the 
Masosic Institution has been, and may continue to be, productive ef great 
good to their fellow-men ; and having “ received the laws of the society, and 
its accummulated funds, in sacred trust for charitable uses,” the unders'gned 
ein neither renounce nor abandon it. We mest cordially unite with our 
brethren of Salem and vicinity, in the declaration and hepe that, ** sheuld the 

J I ’ 
people of this country become so infatuated as to ceprive Mascns of their civil 
rights, in violation of their written constitutions, and the wholesome spirit of 
just laws and free governments, a vast majority of the Fraternity will still 
remain firm. confiding in God and the rectitude of their intentions, for con- 
solation, under the trials to which they may be exposed.” 

Such was the avowal of Freemascns, in 1851, embracing men of almost 
every character, description and sect, from ministers and deacons of erthedox 
churches, who profess to believe in the fundamenjal doctrines of grace, own 
to the infidel and sceptic, who spurn the Werd cf God, and cpenly profane 
his names, titles and attributes. The Declaration above, amounts to a solemn 
public pledge, that those who subscribed it, would neither renounce ner 
abandon, what has been abundantly proved to be a system of infidelity, and 
a profound, and almost universal conspiracy against all existing governments 
and religions, throughout the civilized world. These subscribers, whether 
among the clergy cr laity, have never yet done any thing to retract this 
pledze, and no evidence exists, that they are not now as strongly attached to 
the Masonic institution, and as closely combined to support its interests and 
effect its objects, as they have been in years past. This circumstance alone, 
should be sufficient to admonish the churches, that Freemasonry is not 
“ dead,’ and to arouse them to the most vigorous, constant and persevering 
efforts to throw off this incubus of infidelity and mystery of abominaticns. 

The above Declaration not only sets public sentiment at defiance, but 
affirms what was known to be false, and denies what was known to be true. 
It is indeed a gross and infamous libel upon the truth, and such as no man 
would understandingly and deMberately sanction, who cherished in his breast 
a conscientious regard to sound moral principle. The preamble to the 
Declaration sets forth, that the “ offenses,” against the laws of Ged and man, 
in the Morgan conspiracy, were “ committed by a few misguided members of 
the Masonic Institution, in a sister State.’’ Not only was this affirmation 
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contrary to fact, but a large portion of those who subscribed it, must have 
known that it was in direct opposition to what had been abundantly proved 
in Courts of Justice. The various trials, which were instituted in the State 
of New-York, for the alledged purpose of bringing the offenders to justice, 
demonstrated to the American public, that Lodges, Chapters and Encamp- 
ments, and a very large number of individual Freemasons, of high standing 
in society, were either directly, or indirectly, engaged in the abduction and 
murder of William Morgan. They must have known too, that these “ mis- 
guided members’ were guided in exact accordance with the oaths and 
principles of ‘the Masonic Institution,” as literally administered and 
expounded in the Lodges and Chapters, Whatever they meant, also, by “a 
solemn and unequivocal denial of the allegations, which have been reiterated 
against them,” they knew that seceders had made an honest and just disclos- 
ure of the oaths and rites of the order; and the Freemasons of Rhode-Island, 
in their official capacity have since admitted the truth of what is here so 
* solemnly and unequivocally denied.’’ The subscribers to this Declaration, 
therefore, clergymen, deacons, lay-professors of religion and all, stand con- 
victed before the public, by the statements of adhering Freemasons in Rhode- 
Island and elsewhere, made under oath, of “solemnly and unequivocally”’ 
denying what they knew to be true, and affirming what they knew to be 
false. 

It was, indeed, rather unfortunate for the twelve hundred and other signers 
of this Declaration, that the ‘‘ Investigation into the principles of Freemason- 
ry,” in Rhode-Island, was ever instituted. During that investigation, adhering 
meinbers of the order, under the power of conscience and the force of law, 
were constrained to admit, that seceders had told the truth, and to set the seal of 
falsehood upon what their brethren in Massachusetts had, but a short time 
previous, so “ solemnly and unequivocally” affirmed. 

It is not my intention now to take up the several items of this Declaration, 
and examine into their truth or falsehood ; for this has been repeatedly done 


* 
by others, who have all come to the same result. It is important, however, 


to call the attention of the churches to this subject, whose pastors and mem- 
bers ought to be aware, that this public pledge is in conformity with the 
secret oaths of the order, by all which adhering Freemasons still consider 
themselves bound neither to renounce nor abandon the institution, whether 
right or wrong. To affirm, therefore, that Freemasonry is “dead,” and that no 
farther action is needed on the subject, is quite as absurd as it would be to 
affirm, that opposition to the Temperance cause is “ dead,’’ and no farther 
action is needed on that subject. 

At this late day, after the legal proofs which have been had in relation to 
the infidelity, profane oaths and blasphemous ceremonies of the Institution ; 
no Freemason ought to be either retained or admitted into any Christian 
Church, who declines making a full, open, frank, ingenuous and unequivocal 
renunciation. The principles of Christianity and those of Freemasonry can 
no more commingle than fire and water, or light and darkness. Freemasonry 
is infidelity ; and there is no more propriety in retaining or admitting into 
the churches an adhering Freemason, than an avowed infidel. 
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MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 


Sanpwicu Istanps.—Letters have been received from this mission to the 
end of August. The following extracts from the journal of the Missionaries at 
Hoxotvtu, contain a narrative of the death of Mrs Rogers, and Mr. Shepard. 


On the 23d of May it pleased the Lord to afflict us in the death of Mrs. 
Rogers. It wasan event we looked not for, an admonition to be always ready. 
For four or five days she sustained with Christian fortitude, a painful sickness, 
and then rested from her labors, to join, as we suppose, the company of the 
blessed who die in the Lord. She was buried in the same grave with her 
two infant children. 

Mr. Shepard, of whom we have heretofore spoken as one near the grave, 
continued with us the last twelve months ready to depart, and at times 
apparently on the point of going, and then reviving again so as to give some 
attention to the reading of proof sheets, and to other business of the printing 
department—labors to which he was ardently devoted even to the last. It 
was his heart’s desire to supply this nation with the word of life. He 
frequently attended the sessions of our present general meeting, and was able 
to take some part in our deliberations until the 30th ultimo, when he was 
again more unwell and confined to his room, happy in the assurance that for 
him to live was Christ and to die was gain. Saturday evening he became 
still worse, and on the Sabbath, July 6th, the families of the mission were 
called to his bed-side to witness his departure. His end was peace. We 
committed his remains to the grave the next day, to rest there till the resur- 
rection of the just. You will probably receive a more particular account of 
his sickness and death, for his character resembles theirs who being dead 
yet speak. Thus have we been admonished to do with our might what our 
hands find to do. Missionary Herald. 

Creytox.— Mr. Woodward.—Recent communications from the mission in 
Ceylon furnish information that the Rev. Henry Woodward, of that mission, 
died on the 3d of August last. Impaired health had for a year or two previous 
interrupted his labors to some extent, and it was deemed expedient for him 
to repair to the Neilgherry Hills, on the adjacent continent, with the hope of 
being restored. Instead of being benefitted, he found himself declining ; 
and after remaining there some time, he left the Hills, hoping to reach 
Madura, also on the continent, where a new station had recently been 
commenced by his brethren of the Ceylon mission. He was able, however, 
to proceed no further than Coimbatoor, a station occupied by Rev. Mr. Addis, 
of the London Missionary Society, where he was hospitably entertained till his 
decease. 

Cuina.—Mr. Parker.—Rev. Peter Parker, M. D., who embarked at New 
York, on 3d of June last, arrived at Canton, October 26th, after an unusally 
long passage of 145 days. 

Lord Napier, his Brittanic Majesty’s Chief Superintendant in China, died 
on the 11th of October: and by aletter from Mr. Bridgman dated October 
31st, information is brought that the collision between the British authorities 
and the local Chinese government had produced much excitement. Embar- 
rassments had also been experienced in the operations of the mission. The 
little school taught by Mr. Bridgman had been broken up; some of the 
natives connected with the printing establishment had been seized and 
imprisoned ; and it had been deemed necessary for Leang Afa and his son 
and one of their friends to retire to Singapore or Malacca, whither they were 
on the eve of sailing. It was hoped, however, that in the good providence 
of God, the storm would soon be over; and that the missionaries would soon 
be able to go on with their labors as before. Mr. Gutzlaff, up to the 20th of 
October, was prosecuting his labors along the coast of China with success, 
expecting to return to Canton in November. 

Sivcarpore.—Communications have been received from Mr. Tracy at 
Singapore up to November 11th. He arrived there from Canton on the 24th 
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of July. Messrs, Johnson and Robinson left Singapore fer Siam two or three 
wecks previons to his arrival. Mr. T. immediately entered on his labors in 
his new field, and was daily in the streets and on beard the vessels and junks 
in the port, distributing books and tracts, principally in the Chinese and 
Malayan languages, to those who could read. Almost all received them 
gladly, and crowds often gathered around him asking for them with much 
importunity. Through his interpreter he conversed with numbers daily, in 
a serious and pointed manner, concerning their souls, and with some appa- 
rently good effect. His rooim was resorted to by many for conversation and 
inquiry. He had taken up his residence with a Chinese family, eating in 
their manner, with the hope ofsecuring their confidence, and more readily 
uequiring a knowledge of their language. A Chinese school was expected 
to be opened without delay. Afa arrived Nov. 11. 

S1am.—A letter received from Messrs. Robinson and Johnson, dated at 
Bankok, September 3d, states that they arrived there on the 25th of July ; 
that they ree had an interview with the Prah Klang, who received them very 
kindly, and appeared favorably inclined to their cbhject when it was made 
known to him; that they find the people every where inquisitive and eager 
to obtain tracts; and that numbers were calling for books, many of whom 
were priesis. 

Sayrva.—Rev. Messrs. Adger, Houston, Merrick, and Pease, who sailed 
from Boston in the Padang, Aug. 20, arrived at Smyrna, on the 25th of 
October, after a passage of sixty-three days. They and their wives were in 
good health. 

Cue ROKEES.— Ane encouraging state of religious fecling has been manifest 
in the mission family and schocls at Dwight. among the Cherokees on the 
Arkansas river, during the past winter, and to some extent among the Cher- 
okees in the vicinity, ef whom a number give pleasing evidence of having 
been born again. 

Ata larre and interesting meeting of Cherokees, at Carmel. in the eastern 
Cherokee country. held about the first of December, three Cherokecs were 
adinitted to the church, and two who had been suspended for misconduct 
were restored on manifestation of repentance. Two or three other candidates 
for church fellowship, of whom favorable opi inions are entertained, were 
prevented by peculiar circumstances from uniting with their brethren at that 
time. 

A large car ontaining the Cherokee alphabet, with the name and scund 
of each charact epresented in Roman letters, has been prepared by Mr. 
Hite! tk, teache of he boy's school at Dwight, and lithographed in Beston. 
It is Saglaaead prine y for use in the schools established for giving instruc- 
tion in the Cher kee ye oe ge, taught by itinerating native teachers ; and 
also to aid Cherokee families in reading tlicir own language. 

Cuocraws.—Rev. Messrs. Kingsbury and Byington, during the last 
suinmer and autum, made a tour to s< me tribes of Indians west of the State 
of Missouri, for the purpose of ascertaining what openings there are in that 
quarter for missionary labors. They then visited the stations of the Beard 
among the Osages, Creeks, and Cherokees, west of the Mississippi, and 

roceeded as far south as the Choctaw country, where they also visited the 
tations and consulted with their brethren respecting their labors. 
Mr. Kingsbury returned to the old Choctaw country in January, while Mr. 
Byington remained westof the Mississippi.engaged in missionary labors ameng 
the Choctaws. Mr Kingsbury remarks, “ The disposition of ‘the C hoetaws 
towards the missionaries is more favcrab!e than I have ever bofore seen it.” 
Mr. Williams writes, “ The new year has opened with brighter prospects of 
spiritual good to the Choctaws than any that has preceded it since they came 
to this country. Within the last few days a number appear to be inquiring 
what they shall do to be saved.” Missicnary Herald. 





